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ical Library at Philadelphia. 8 With such an opening it is not 
improbable to suppose a diligent search for it might be reward- 
ed with success. Perhaps blind chance alone will ever reveal 
the journals of Pryor and Frazier, together with that of youth- 
ful George Shannon, if, indeed, the latter ever kept one. A pos- 
sible clue to these latter records came to my attention only re- 
cently. According to information obtained by Mr. Hamilton, 
veteran specialist among the records of the Indian office at 
Washington, a portion of the Chouteau papers were loaned by 
their owner to the explorer and scientist, Nicollet. The papers 
thus loaned were never returned to their owner; and there is 
some reason for believing that they are now buried in the files of 
the war department. What more probable than that one or more 
of the journals in question should have come into Chouteau's pos- 
session (Ordway sold his to Clark for ten dollars, and considered 
himself well paid) and by him have been turned over to Nicol- 
let? If to any reader the suggestion seems too visionary or the 
clue too hazy for serious consideration, let him recall the state- 
ment of Mr. Butler with its remarkable confirmation: "the un- 
expected happens. ' ' 

MlLO M. QlJAIFE 

The Undebwood Jouenal 

The authorship of a journal in the Draper manuscript has 
just come to light in rather an interesting manner. Among the 
papers designated by Doctor Draper as "Frontier wars," is the 
original diary of an army officer in the West during the years 
1792-1800, which is well written and shows considerable knowl- 
edge of the conduct of the several campaigns. It has been called 
the journal of General Thomas Posey, and was so attributed, 
with an ascription of doubt, in the Descriptive list of manuscript 
collections issued by the Wisconsin Historical Society in 1906. 

A few weeks ago the society received a communication from 
J. H. Whittey of Richmond, Virginia, the owner of Charles 
Campbell 's papers which he had purchased many years ago, ask- 
ing for information concerning a journal, a considerable extract 
of which he had found in Campbell's handwriting evidently pre- 

8 Letter of July 7, 1810, in Coues, History of the expedition under the command 
of Lewis and Clark (New York, 1893), lrlxxxvi. 
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pared for publication, and on which he had endorsed ''Diary of 
Captain Thomas T. Underwood." In looking over the journals 
of that period, in the Draper manuscripts, it was found that the 
one ascribed to Posey was endorsed upon the title page : ' ' Sent 
me by Ch s Campbell, Esq r the historian of Petersburg, Va. L. C. 
D." A further search disclosed (Draper MSS. 10DD60) a letter 
dated April 10, 1846, from Charles Campbell to Doctor Draper 
saying: "An old soldier died here a year or two since, who had 
served under Wayne in his Indian campaign on the Ohio & kept 
a diary during that time. He was rather illiterate but some of 
his details are not uninteresting. I have thought of printing the 
diary in a newspaper. ' ' The extract in Mr. Whittey 's possession 
begins at Camp Deposit, August 19, 1794. On page 28 of the 
original journal in the Draper collection a heavy black line has 
been drawn at the date August 19, where begin the words, ' ' The 
General Calls this place Camp deposite" — no doubt the tran- 
scriber's mark of his point of departure. 

These indications appear to establish definitely the authorship 
of the journal in Draper MSS. 16TJ. This should be noted espe- 
cially in connection with E. C. McGrane's notes on "William 
Clark's journal of Wayne's campaign" published in the Mis- 
sissippi Valley Historical Review, 1 :418-444, where the journal 
now discovered to be Underwood's is repeatedly cited as "Po- 
sey's." 

Louise Phelps Kellogg 

Detroit during the Revolution 
The author of the subjoined letter was Richard Butler, an 
Irish soldier and officer in the American revolution. He came 
to America some years before that war and was stationed at 
Pittsburgh in 1776 as appears by this letter. The following 
year he was made lieutenant colonel in Morgan's corps and 
served with distinction throughout the war. The advice given in 
his letter was not acted upon, principally because there were not 
enough troops available to undertake the expedition. 

After the termination of the war, General Richard Butler re- 
mained in the regular service and, for a time, was in the Indian 
department in Ohio. In the early part of 1791 he was stationed 
at Pittsburgh and there joined the expedition under General St. 



